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L et’s not call it a renova-
tion. That’s too modest. 

It’s a transformation.
Novotel New York Times 

Square has been totally re-
built into a boutique-style get-
away with the colourful and 
electric theme of  New Year’s 
Eve. Innovative, high-tech 
and ultracontemporary, the 
hotel officially reopened re-
cently featuring an e-lounge 
with X-Box 360, a wraparound 
terrace for outdoor drinks 
and dining, and totally re-
done interiors throughout 
the 24-storey tower.

The focus of  the hotel is its 
view of  iconic Times Square 
— the gnarly nexus of  Broad-
way and 42nd St. The action is 
10 short blocks away, but crys-
tal clear from Novotel’s din-
ing room, lounge, lobby and 
half  of  the 480 guest rooms 
that face south. 

Around the clock, guests 
are treated to a high-inten-
sity show of  dazzling lights, 
with thousands of  people 
mingling on the famous plaza 
and multiple lanes of  traffic. 
About 40 million visitors pass 
through Times Square every 
year, making it the No. 1 tour-
ist attraction in the U.S. And 
here it is, in living, pulsating 
colour, outside Novotel’s pan-
oramic windows.

Design-wise, Novotel wants 
to relive New Year’s Eve every 
day. Guests enter through 
glass doors on busy 52nd St. 
and take the elevator to the 
reception desk on the seventh 
floor to check-in in a space 
awash in coloured lights. 

Then the entrance streams 
into attractive, bright and 
open-plan public spaces sur-
rounded by windows, high 
above the mêlée of  New 
York’s streets.

“We don’t want to limit our 
guests,” said general man-
ager Marc Sternagel. “We are 
all about open spaces, flow 
and multi-functioning.”

That means everything is 
one — at least on the main 
floor. The lobby flows into 
the concierge space and then 
into the bar-lounge and on to 
the restaurant, SuperNova. 
One outstanding feature 
is Novotel’s interactive e-
lounge, which encompasses 
various computer areas: 
tabletops loaded with Micro-
soft applications, a bank of  
Macs and a gaming corner 

with large-screen monitors, 
X-Box 360 and vibrating 
bucket seats. Soon, there will 
be a photo booth so guests 
can share images on Twitter 
and Facebook.

The decoration through-
out is ultracontemporary, 
inspired by the great extrava-
ganza of  Dec. 31, and even 
more specifically the drop-
ping of  the crystal ball at 
midnight. The lobby walls are 
draped in curtains of  chain 
metal, with large abstract 
murals popping with party 
scenes. A column of  LED 
lights projects You Tube im-
ages of  New Year’s Eve trad-
itions in other countries and 
the huge chandeliers look 
like starbursts of  fireworks 
dropping from the sky. 

SuperNova specializes in 
American cocktails so elabor-
ate you might actually think 
it’s New Year’s Eve every day. 
It’s a great place for pre- or 
post-theatre bites, especially 
on the terrace, which has fire 
pits and telescopes to bring 
those fabulous views even 
closer. Indoors, there is a lot 
of  black, silver and deep pur-
ple, as it should be at every 
party. The bar and lounge 
are decked out with leather 
stools against a low-slung bar 
of  dark stone. 

Cocktails here are an art, 
a science and a passion. The 
Barnum’s Ingenious Glass-
blowers, named for an at-
traction made famous by the 
world’s greatest showman, is 
a gin sour with apple brandy 
and cinnamon served with a 
frozen lollipop of  absinthe. As 
the absinthe melts, the flavour 
and blue hue gradually cloud 
into the glass and the colours 
and tastes of  the drink change, 
so every sip is different.

SuperNova’s food is a 
family-friendly update on 
American comfort cuisine: 
braised short ribs, roast 
chicken, lobster mac ’n’ 
cheese, grilled fish and steak, 
meat loaf, crab cakes, seafood 
jambalaya, burgers and dogs, 
plus a few modern dishes 
such as tuna cured in ginger 
citrus dressing and fries with 
truffle oil and Parmesan. 

SuperNova’s No. 1 dessert 
is the latest craze in the U.S.: 
doughnuts by Doughnuttery 
Doughnuts, which you can 
customize, choosing from 
dozens of  flavours such as 
maple, banana, raspberry or 
lemon, and adding dipping 
sauces such as beer caramel 
or dark chocolate.  

The midtown Manhattan 
property is the only Novotel 
in the United States, although 
there are 395 worldwide, in-
cluding seven in Canada. 
Here, we have Novotel Mont-
real Airport and Novotel 

Montreal Centre. The chain is 
owned by a French company, 
Accor, which also runs Sofitel 
hotels. With this global pres-
ence and a staff  representing 
more than 50 nationalities, 
Novotel New York attracts an 
international crowd. 

Novotel is at the heart of  
the Broadway theatre dis-
trict. In the past few months, 
stars such as Tom Hanks, 
Bette Midler and LaToya 
Jackson have taken to the 
stage. Here is a celebrity 
roundup of  what’s on now: 
Billy Crystal in 700 Sundays 

until Jan. 5; Orlando Bloom 
in Romeo and Juliet until 
Jan. 12; Ethan Hawke as 
Macbeth until Jan. 12; K.D. 
Lang in After Midnight until 
March 9; Daniel Craig and 
Rachel Weisz in Betrayal 
until Jan. 5; and Alan Cum-
ming and Michelle Williams 
in Cabaret through August.  

Rochelle@rochellelash.com 
Twitter: rochellelash

The writer was a guest of the 
hotel. The hotel did not ap-
prove or review the story.

Celebrate New Year’s every day at NYC’s Novotel

phoTos: NovoTel New YoRk Times squaRe

Novotel New York Times square, with its panoramic windows, has been rebuilt with the theme of New Year’s eve. 
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Innovative, ultracontemporary redesign 
puts visitors in the heart of Times Square

 ❚ iF YOU GO
New York City is about a six-
hour drive from montreal 
via interstate highway 87 
south. air Canada, westJet, 
Delta and american are 
among the airlines that fly 
daily.

Novotel New York Times 
Square Hotel: 212-315-
0100, www.novotel.com/
gb/hotel-0753-novotel-
new-york-times-square; 
226 w. 52nd st., between 
8th ave. & Broadway, New 
York, N.Y. pets smaller than 
22 kilograms are accepted at 
no charge.

Price: $250-$400 u.s. 
per night, including fitness 
room. indoor parking costs 
$30 for 24 hours at icon 
garage, 206 w. 52nd st., 
between Broadway and 7th. 
up to two accompanied chil-
dren age 15 and under stay 
and have breakfast free.

NYC & Company tourism 
info: 212-484-1222; 810 
seventh ave., between 52nd 
& 53rd sts. (one of several 
locations); www.nycgo.com 
for maps, events and online 
bookings with discounts on 
hotels and sightseeing tours 
such as New York City pass, 
New York explorer pass and 
Downtown Culture pass. 

Novotel New York Times square reopened recently with ultracontemporary décor.

ALSO FIND US ON montrealgazette.com/wheretostay TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350

WHERE STAYTO
RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL -
NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $124.
Double Room USD $129.
Suites USD $139-$159.
Lincoln Center area, Hudson River views, 18 floors,
kitchenette. 5 min. to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury
area. Riverside Tower, Riverside & 80th St. NYC.
For more info or brochure call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
In wonderful Plattsburgh, NY. Only $120 for
2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional
pers. add $10 more per night. Free continental
breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37 on I-87.
Some holidays, wknds & spec. events do not apply.
Up to 70% occ. daily. Based on availability. Call
518.563.0222 or toll free 1.800.358.2137

NEW YORK

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free outlets
nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner
(off main menu) & use of XC ski/snowshoe trails
from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONT

QUALITY INN
Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99
USD or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly
rate which includes 1 night stay with round trip
transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days
parking for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based on
double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/
night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates also
include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool,
Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness center, Free wireless
Internet and a Business center. Directions: I-89,
Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on
busy weekends. This promotion is available till
04/30/2014. Call 802-985-8037 or
Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE
Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99
USD Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/
night. Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based
on availability and not valid on busy weekends.
Promotion valid till 04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421
for reservations.

VERMONT

SMART SUITES
Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free
WIFI. Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the
Gazette special. Not valid with other discounts and
subject to availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700
Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt. Take Exit 13 off
I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles, same entrance as
Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington,
Vermont starting at $119/night weekdays
Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-
style Hot Breakfast served each morning Includes
Manager’s Social with Beer, Wine and Dinner
(Mon-Thurs evenings) Heated Indoor Pool/
Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to
University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and
the Church Street Marketplace. Promotional rate
may not be available during select periods. Contact
hotel for more information Toll-free reservations
866.337.1616
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